949 Worthington Ridge 

Corner Middletown Road & Worthington Ridge 
' 1786 

Burned 1860 & rebuilt 

Samuel Porter, store owner, postmaster 
Federal style with Greek revival additions 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Samuel Porter House, 949 Worthington Ridge, c.1786. This is a well-preserved 
18" century brick Federal style house with extensive Greek revival 
ornamentation added in the early 1800s. The entry way is identical to the 
Congregational parsonage (#850) and Elishama Brandegee (#840) homes. 
Samuel Porter served as postmaster and operated the original store next door. 
The house was later occupied by Henry Galpin who rebuilt the store. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The brick house (Federal style with Greek Revival 
additions) at 949 Worthington Ridge in Berlin was built 
around 1786. It was the home of Samuel Porter (d. 
1818 or 18387) who operated a store next door 

and served as postmaster (the post office was kept in 
the store for a century). Henry Galpin later lived in the 
house and ran the store. According to Catharine M. 
North’s History of Berlin: This store formerly carried a 
line of everything that the community might need, 
including drugs. Physicians’ prescriptions were 
compounded here until, by mutual agreement, H. N. 
Galpin 
surrendered his drug department to Alfred North, who, in 
exchange, gave up the sale of his dry goods to Mr. Galpin. 
It is worthy of note that in all the years that Mr. Galpin and 
Deacon North were fellow merchants, there was never the 
least rivalry or unpleasant feeling between them. Mr. 
Galpin was a public-spirited citizen, ready at all times to 
respond liberally to every good cause. He was also a man 
of sterling integrity, as one, who knew him well, said, she 
would not fear to trust him with the last cent she owned. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 210 


1786 Samuel Porter current owner: Sherman & Jean Carpenter 


Samuel Porter, the early or original occupant of the house, served as 

a postmaster and operated a store located just to the north. The house 
was occupied by a number of subsequent owners of the store, including 
Samuel C. Wilcox and Henry Galpin. Sometime in the mid-19th century 
(probably about 1860), the original wooden store building burned. Part 
of the Samuel Porter House caught fire, and a good deal of its original 
detailing was removed when it appeared that the entire building might 
burn. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1786 current owner: Richard & Jane Hudson 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Samuel Porter House has a five-bay facade with a central entry. The 
entry has sidelights, a glazed transom, and a heavy eight-paneled door 
and is protected by a small flat-roofed Greek Revival portico on fluted 
Doric columns. The sidelight frames are treated as narrow molded pil- 
asters and plain blocks have been applied where they intersect the sim- 
ilarly-decorated transom bar. The portico has a plain architrave, a 
frieze featuring triglyphs with small guttae and a molded cornice. 
Architrave and frieze are separated by a small rectilinear molding. Under 
neath the projecting eaves of the flat roof are mutules with raised cir- 
cular pegs applied to the plansers. All of this detail, with the excep- 
tion of the triglyphs, is found in the main roof cornice, which shows a 
full return across the gable ends. Brick walls have been recently sand- 
blasted. They are laid up in common bond with Flemish (continued) 
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Architecturally, the Samuel Porter House is significant as a well- 
preserved 18th-century brick house which features extensive Greek Revi- 
val ornamentation. The basic plan and massing of the house are those 
of a late 18th-century central hall house. The five-bay facade and 
parallel-ridge orientation also reflect 18th century practice. Greek 
Revival features include the portico, with its Doric columns and elab- 
orate entablature, and the full return of the elaborate cornice at the 
gable ends, a popular Greek Revival feature intended to recall the 
pedimented peak of a classical temple. The entry detailing, with 
pilasters, molded transom bar, and intersection blocks, is also a cha- 
racteristic Greek Revival design. Nearly identical entries can be 
found on the nearby Second Congregationl Parsonage and the Elishama 


Brandegee House. j 


(continued) 


1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
North, pp. 196-197 


Samuel Porter House 


17. (continued) : 


variation, with the exception of the left side elevation, which is 
entirely in Flemish bond with burnt headers. Windows are generally 
fitted with 6-over-6 replacement sash and have brownstone sills and 
lintels. Both side elevations have rectangular attic lights with 
border-pane glazing. A rear ell has similar cornice detailing, but 
splayed brick window lintels. 


19. (continued) : 


Samuel Porter, the early or original occupant of the house, served as 
a postmaster and operated a store located just to the north. The house 
was occupied by a number of subsequent owners of the store, including 
Samuel C. Wilcox and Henry Galpin. Sometime in the mid-19th century 
(probably about 1860), the original wooden store building burned. Part 
of the Samuel Porter House caught fire, and a good deal of its original 
detailing was removed when it appeared that the entire building might 
burn. 


